TURKEY-SYRIA QUAKE
UN warns of aid failure as quake toll hits 33,000
Agencies
The UN denounced yesterday a failure to get desperately needed aid to war-torn regions of Syria, while warning that the death toll of over 33,000 from an earthquake that also devastated Turkey could double.
A UN convoy with supplies for northwest Syria arrived via Turkey, but the agency's relief chief Martin Griffiths said much more was needed for millions whose homes were destroyed.
"We have so far failed the people in northwest Syria. They rightly feel abandoned. Looking for international help that hasn't arrived," Griffiths said on Twitter.
Supplies have been slow to arrive in Syria.
The UN convoy of ten trucks crossed into northwest Syria via the Bab al-Hawa border crossing carrying shelter kits including plastic sheeting, ropes and screws and nails, as well as blankets, mattresses and carpets.
Bab al-Hawa is the only point for international aid to reach people in rebel-held areas of Syria after nearly 12 years of civil war.
President Bashar al-Assad yesterday thanked the UAE for providing "huge relief and humanitarian aid" with pledges of tens of millions of dollars in aid.
But security concerns prompted the suspension of some rescue operations, and dozens of people have been arrested for looting or trying to defraud victims in Turkey.
An Israeli emergency relief organisation said yesterday it had suspended its earthquake rescue operation in Turkey and returned home because of a "significant" security threat to its staff.
Lebanon's Shia movement Hezbollah yesterday sent a convoy of 23 trucks carrying food and medical aid to Syria's quake-stricken province of Latakia.
The EU yesterday urged authorities in Damascus to "engage in good faith" with aid workers to get help to those in need.
26 million affected
A seven-month-old baby named Hamza was rescued yesterday in southern Hatay province more than 140 hours after the quake, while Esma Sultan, 13, was also saved in Gaziantep.
The UN has warned that at least 870,000 people urgently need hot meals across Turkey and Syria. In Syria alone, up to 5.3 million people may have been made homeless.
Almost 26 million people have been affected by the earthquake, the WHO said as it appealed Saturday for $42.8 million to cope with immediate health needs after dozens of hospitals were damaged.
At least 29,605 people died in Turkey and 3,574 in Syria from last Monday's 7.8-magnitude quake, bringing the confirmed total to 33,179. 
Anger grows
Some 62 aid planes landed in Syria this week with more on the way in the coming days, particularly from Saudi Arabia.
The UN urged the security council to authorise the opening of new cross-border aid points between Turkey and Syria, with a meeting to discuss Syria possible soon. 
Anger in Turkey has been growing over the poor quality of buildings as well as the government's response to the country's worst disaster in nearly a century.
